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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 



Dear Sir: 

In lieu of an Appeal Brief, Applicants submit the following Amendment and 
Response to address the rejections set forth in the Final Office Action dated December 
16, 2003 and the Advisory Action dated July 2, 2004. Request for Continuing 
Examination (RCE) is being filed concurrently herev^th. Accordingly, kindly amend the 
above-identified application as follows: 



U.S. Application No.: 09/248,756 Group Art Unit: 1636 

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 3 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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